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10.4.2 End-of-Unit Assessment 

Your Task: Rely on your close reading of Macbeth to write a well-crafted multi-paragraph response to 

the following prompt. 

Select a central character from Macbeth. Write an argument about how this character is 

primarily responsible for the tragedy. Support your claims using evidence that draws on 

character development, interactions, plot, and/or central ideas. 

Your writing will be assessed using the 10.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist.  

Guidelines 

Be sure to: 

 Closely read the prompt 

 Respond directly to all parts of the prompt 

 Paraphrase, quote, and reference relevant evidence to support your analysis 

 Organize your ideas in a cohesive and coherent manner 

 Use precise language appropriate for your task 

 Follow the conventions of standard written English 

CCSS: RL.9-10.3, W.9-10.1.a-e, L.9-10.1.a-b, L.9-10.2.a-c 

Commentary on the Task: 

This task measures RL.9-10.3 because it demands that students: 

 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course 

of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

This task measures W.9-10.1.a-e because it demands that students: 

 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence.  

 Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 

organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 

limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

 Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

counterclaims. 
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 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the 

discipline in which they are writing.  

 Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

This task measures L.9-10.1 and L.9-10.2 because it demands that students: 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

o Use parallel structure. 

o Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) 

and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add 

variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

o Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent 

clauses.  

o Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.  

o Spell correctly.  
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